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Black Truck

Get in the cab of the latest HGV (Heavy Guitarists’ Vehicle...)
with Mooer’s latest ’board aimed at hard rock and metal players

Words Trevor Curwen Photography Olly Curtis

ast year we took a look at Mooer’s
L Red Truck - a compact pedalboard

that could fit into your guitar case
and be used in front of an amp, straight into
a PA as a complete rig for travel or backup,
or for silent headphone practice. But now
the Chinese company has brought out the
Black Truck, which follows that original
mould but offers a different selection of
effects along with some updated facilities,
including a volume knob on the speaker-
emulated headphone output.

The unit comprises several of the pedals
from Mooer’s Micro series, but is designed
primarily for hard rock and heavy metal
musicians. A newly developed amp-like
Hi-Gain distortion has been added to the
array alongside a compressor, overdrive,
graphic EQ, Modulation effect with a

choice of Phaser, Tremolo or Flanger, and
a ‘Space’ section that offers Delay, Reverb
or both together. You also get an FX loop
for adding your own pedals, plus a tuner
and a tap tempo switch that’s applied to
the Space and Modulation sections either
together or separately.

IN USE

For a unit that sports so many effects, the
Black Truck is a really compact device.

Tt could easily slip into a guitar case or
gigbag, but doesn’t feel cramped, with the
footswitches a practical distance apart
and the use of smaller knobs offering

an uncluttered feel. The only effect

on the board without switching is the
compressor, which is fine as it’s a useful
signal thickener and probably something

youll need always switched on. The OD is
derived from Mooer’s Green Mile circuit
and is a typical TubeScreamer-type drive.
Next up are the Hi-Gain distortion
and EQ sections. The distortion can get
extreme, but, while capable of amp-like
metal and hard-rock sounds, there is the
possibility of coaxing lighter drive and
distortion sounds from it. This is because
the EQ has the option of sitting before
or after Hi-Gain in the chain offering
real flexibility in how it is shaped (a Pre
setting with reduced mids tones things
down considerably). While the graphic
EQ section is powerful purely as an EQ
(with its five sliders addressing the most
pertinent frequency ranges for electric
guitar), it can also be used as aboost with up
to 18dB courtesy of its level slider.
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VIDEO DEMO » http://bit.ly/guitaristextra

Tech Spec
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________| e
ORIGIN: China
DISPLAY ROTARY GRAPHIC EQ GREEN LEDS TYPE: Multi-FX pedal
This shows whetheryou ~ SWITCH IN Boost or cut frequencies  The LED ring around FEATURES: Compressor,

MOD SECTION
Seven options to
determine how the Tap
Tempo footswitch adjusts
the modulation speed

in five bands and add
a boost with the Level
slider. Can be placed
before or after Hi-Gain
section for versatility

are in Live (L) or Preset

(P) mode, but becomes a
tuner display if you hold
the Tap footswitch

each footswitch lights
up when its effect

is active, as do the
parameter knobs

Drives x 2, Graphic EQ,
Modulation (Phaser/
Tremolo/Flanger), Reverb
& Delay, Tuner, Tap Tempo,
5presets
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6, MOOER BLACK TRUCK

FOOTSWITCHES
Pressing two together offers several
options. 1 and 2 combined instantly
toggles between Live and Preset
modes, while 4 and 5 will switch
your FX loop in and out. There
are also options when setting up
whether Tap Tempo is applied to

Delay, Modulation or
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FX LOOP
SOCKETS
Add your own favourite
pedal(s) just before
the Modulation section
or use the sockets for
the four-cable method
or to connect more

both than one amp
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CONTROLS: Comp knobs
x3(Vol,EQ, Comp), Comp
on/off switch, OD knobs x 3
(Volume, Gain, Tone),
Hi-Gain knobs x 4 (Volume,
Tone, Tweak, Gain), Hi-Gain
Mid Boost on/off, Hi-Gain
Gate on/off, EQ band
sliders x 5,EQ Volume slider,
EQ Post/Pre switch, Mod
knobs x 3 (Colour, Range,
Rate), Mod type selector
(Phaser/Tremolo/Flanger),
Mod tap division selector,
Delay knobs x 3 (Level,
Time, Feedback), Reverb
knobs x 2 (Mix, Decay),
Delay/Reverb type selector
(Delay/Reverb/Delay+
Reverb), footswitches x 6,
Phones Volume
CONNECTIONS: Standard
inputs, standard outputs
L(Mono)/R, standard
POWER: 9V adapter
(1000mA) (Not supplied)
OPTIONS: PDNTOV2AUK/
PDNW9VAUK Mooer power
units (£19.99)
DIMENSIONS: 370 (w) x
96 (d) x 51mm (h)
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VoL TONE

Before the Modulation section is the
effects loop for adding external pedals.
It’s switched in and out with a press of
footswitches 4 and 5, so you can put extra
pedals out of the way, if desired. The
Modulation section gives you a choice
of Phaser, Tremolo or Flanger, all with
adjustable rate, but also has Colour and
Range parameters that are different for
each effect.

Phaser and Flanger offer impressive
vintage tones, while the Tremolo has
adjustable waveform so you go from soft
amp style to harder edged and staccato.
We've seen Mooer’s ambience effects
recently in their Ocean Machine (reviewed
inissue 436) and the Space section gives
you a taste of that when you have reverb
and delay active together. It can run from

adding a sense of airiness or a touch of
slapback to massive ambiences, adding
asheen to the range of tonal possibilities
the Black Truck delivers.

The default use of the unit comes with
its Live mode that has five footswitchable
effects side-by-side. Tt also has a Preset
mode accessed by footswitch 1and the
Tap Tempo footswitch simultaneously.
This assigns footswitches 1to 5 to the
five presets — these are not presets that
store parameters, but merely offer
different combinations of active effects
with the knobs still offering the parameter
value commensurate with their position.
It’s useful if you want to, say, switch
overdrive and a delay in together, or
have your effects loop included on
a single footswitch.

VERDICT

A self-contained pedalboard offering
many options for use onstage and at home.
While it’s true that the Hi-Gain section is
aimed at the heavier end of the guitar tone
spectrum, that doesn’t preclude it from
being an extra flavour of distortion for
other genres. The fact the rest of the effects
are more universal in their application
makes the Black Truck a valid alternative
to either a large digital floor processor or

a conventional pedalboard with distinct
portability advantages over either.

Compact size, array of essential effects,
easily switchable live or preset modes, phones
output with speaker sim

Needs a 9V 1A adapter, which is
not supplied
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